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1 . WE ARE SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT COUNCIL MEETING IS TO 

BE POSTPONED. WE WOULD HAVE HOPED THAT LACK OF INTEREST ON 
US SIDE WOULD HAVE BECOME KNOWN EARLIER. BULGARIAN SIDE HAS 
SHOWN REAL INTEREST IN MEETING SCHEDULED FOR END OF AUGUST. 
ABSENCE OF SOME KEY OFFICIALS BECAUSE OF HOLIDAYS HAS RE- 
SULTED IN SOMEWHAT SLOWER RESPONSES BY GOB THAN US CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE (AND EMBASSY) MAY HAVE WANTED, BUT OUR UNDER- 
STANDING WAS THAT AUGUST 4 CABLE, DRAFTED IN MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN TRADE (MFT) WITH APPROVAL OF DEP. MINISTER GINEV 
(BULGARIAN COUNCIL CO-CHAIRMAN). GOES LONG WAY TOWARDS ANSWER- 
ING MANY QUESTIONS. EMBASSY DISCUSSED ACCOMMODATIONS QUESTION 
WITH MFT AND BULGARIAN C-OF-C, AS NOTED IN AMBASSADOR'S 
AUG. 3 TELEX TO THE US CHAMBER, BUT LITTLE COULD BE DONE ON 
THIS UNTIL THE SIZE OF US DELEGATION WAS FIRMLY KNOWN. 

2. WE STRONGLY ENDORSE IDEA THAT US CO-CHAIRMAN MAY VISIT 
BULGARIA LATE AUGUST OR EARLY SEPTEMBER. IT SEEMS TO US 
THAT VISIT WOULD BE EXTREMELY USEFUL IN CLEARING THE AIR 
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AND IN DISCUSSING WAYS IN WHICH COUNCIL COULD BE MORE 
RESPONSIVE TO NEEDS OF BOTH SIDES. SINCE SOME COUNCIL 
MEMBERS HAVE EVIDENTLY SUGGESTED DISBANDMENT OF COUNCIL 
(REFTEL), PERHAPS IT WOULD BE FEASIBLE TO PERMIT SOME OF 
THEM TO ' RETIRE" FROM THE COUNCIL AND FIND REPLACEMENTS. 

3. BY CHANCE, SONANDRES AND CLARKE MET WITH GEORGI 
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TOROMANOV, MFT DIRECTOR GENERAL AND BUSEC COUNCIL MEMBER, 

SHORTLY AFTER WE RECEIVED REFTEL. WE USED THIS OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO INFORM HIM THAT WE HAD UNOFFICIALLY HEARD THAT 
COUNCIL MEETING WOULD EVIDENTLY HAVE TO BE POSTPONED. EMBOFFS 
EXPLAINED BOTH CHAMBER S DISSATISFACTION WITH PRELIMINARY 
RESPONSES BY BULGARIAN SIDE, AS WELL AS DISENCHANTMENT BY 
SOME US COUNCIL MEMBERS OVER THE RATHER SLOW RATE OF DEVEL- 
OPMENT OF OUR TRADE RELATIONS. TOROMANOV TOOK NOTE OF 
REMARKS AND INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD BASIS FOR THIS 
DISSATISFACTION. HE STATED HE FELT IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY 
USEFUL FOR MAY TO COME TO SOFIA IF THE COUNCIL 
MEETING IS POSTPONED. 

GARTHOFF 
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